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Grant Guidance: Sexual Violence and Domestic Abuse Counselling Grant Opportunity

1. Introduction
The Lancashire Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) has set out a strategic vision to reduce crime and improve public safety across the county, as outlined in the Police and Crime Plan for Lancashire 2024 - 2029. This vision is built on four key priorities:
· Preventing Violence Against Women and Girls
· Tackling Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
· Getting Tough on Serious Violent Crime
· Rebuilding Trust and Confidence in Policing
In December 2025 the Ministry of Justice announced a 2 year funding commitment to PCC's including continuation of the additional grant funding to support victims of Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence specifically.  The MOJ also confirmed the continuation of the arrangements for RASASF paid direct to providers under previous arrangements.  
In 2024 the OPCC supported an independent assessment of victims needs, and whilst the PCC had been funding counselling provision to victims of DA / SV for a number of years this identified further investment was recommended to meet increasing demand.  As such the PCC have made the decision to run a competitive grants round with ringfenced funding to DA and SV Counselling and Therapeutic Services for 2 year delivery of services.
2. Objectives of the Grant
The purpose of the fund is to increase capacity in services delivering specialist therapeutic services to victims survivors of sexual violence and / or domestic abuse.
Key objectives:
· Complement not duplicate the delivery of the services under the RASASF (currently delivered by Birchall Trust in Lancashire)
· Increase availability of specialist, trauma‑informed counselling for victims and survivors.
· Reduce waiting times for therapeutic support, particularly for those experiencing significant risk or complex trauma.
· Improve accessibility for underrepresented or marginalised groups.
· Support sustainable delivery models that complement statutory and voluntary sector provision.
· Accept referrals self-referrals as well as consent-based referrals from organisations commissioned by the OPCC including the domestic abuse IDVA and sexual violence ISVA Service providers and the Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC).
· Counselling should be free at the point of access.
3. Who Can Apply
Applications are welcome from:
· Specialist sexual violence and/or domestic abuse organisations, organisations should demonstrate their specialism through evidencing quality marks / accreditation.
· Voluntary, community, and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations with demonstrable experience in trauma‑informed therapeutic support related to Domestic Abuse or Sexual Violence.
· Partnerships or consortia, where a lead organisation is identified that fits the above criteria.
Eligible organisations must:
· Be formally constituted and financially stable.
· Demonstrate appropriate clinical governance and safeguarding policies.
· Demonstrate how use of funding will expand existing qualified counsellors, therapists or student counsellors through appropriate supervision and support to deliver the intervention.
· Be based in Lancashire and deliver services to victims / survivors living or working in Lancashire.
· Adhere to CPS guidance for pre-trial therapy for Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) and Child Abuse cases.

4. What the Grant Can Fund
Funds may be used for:
· Delivery of trauma‑focused counselling and therapeutic support.
· Additional counselling hours to reduce waiting lists.
· Supervision and clinical governance.
· Outreach or accessibility initiatives (e.g., provision in community settings).
· Training and development for staff and volunteers related to trauma-informed practice.
· Reasonable management and administrative overheads.
The grant cannot be used to fund:
· Work unrelated to sexual violence or domestic abuse support.
· Capital costs not directly linked to service delivery.
· Retrospective expenditure.
· Political, campaigning, or lobbying activity.

6. Grant Value and Duration
· Funding period: 2 years
· Delivery period between 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2028 – second year grant award will be subject to satisfactory delivery of services and reporting.
· The total value of the grant application must not exceed 30% of organisational turnover.

7. Application Requirements
Applicants must submit:
· Completed application form using Sums online platform.
· A proposed delivery plan and timeline.
· Evidence of service accreditation, practitioner qualifications and clinical supervision arrangements.
· A budget and financial forecast for the grant period.
· Clinical note taking Policy in compliance with CPS pretrial therapy guidance.
· Latest annual accounts or equivalent financial statements.
· Safeguarding policies and procedures.
· Self harm, suicide, complex trauma policy.
· Wait list detail; current volume / length of wait and 'safe waiting' arrangements. 
· Organisational governance and structure 
· Outcomes framework and monitoring plan 
· Equality and diversity compliance

8. Decision-Making Process 
Applications will be assessed against the following:
· Quality of service model (trauma-informed approach, suitability of interventions).
· Experience and competency of staff and organisation.
· Reach and equity (ability to serve diverse communities).
· Value for money and clear, deliverable plans.
· Organisational capacity and governance arrangements.
· Outcomes and impact measurement.
The PCC reserves the right to scale down, amend, or reduce the scope and value of proposals where necessary in order to ensure a fair allocation of resources and maintain breadth of funding across the service landscape. This may include part‑funding applications or adjusting delivery volumes to align with overall budget availability and strategic priorities.

9. Monitoring and Reporting
Funded organisations will be required to:
· Provide 6 monthly monitoring reports detailing activity, outputs, outcomes, and challenges in line with MOJ Reporting Requirements – a copy of expected returns is available from the OPCC.
· Notify the grant-maker of any risks, safeguarding concerns, or organisational changes that may affect delivery.
· End of period financial reporting, any underspend should be identified early and returned to the OPCC.
















Application Content: What to Include
Section A: Your Organisation
Include:
· Organisation Name 
· Type of Organisation 
· Registered Charity Number (If Applicable) 
· Primary Contact Details 
· Policies on safeguarding, equality, and health & safety
· For charities/community groups:
· Articles of Association or Constitution
· Most recent two years of audited accounts

Section B: Your Project 
Key Details
· Project Name
· Project Location
Inputs & Activities
Project Summary
Describe how your organisation can meet the requirements of the grant as detailed above, providing any details of previous relevant experience the resources and activities that will be delivered. 
Outputs 
Detail how you will measure the success of the project with identified outputs. 
Outcomes
What changes do you expect to see?  Describe the short- to medium-term outcomes.
Impact
What long-term difference will your project make?
Costs
· Cost Breakdown as detailed above.


Evaluation 
How will you measure success? 
Outline:
· Monitoring and evaluation methods
· How outcomes will be tracked
Partnerships & Engagement
Who else is involved and how?
· Detail your current engagement and future intention of collaborating
· List other organisations involved and their contributions
· Include any supporting evidence or relevant data



















Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Eligibility & Application
1. Who can apply for this fund?
Eligible applicants include:
· Charities
· Voluntary and community organisations
· Parish and Town Councils
Note: Public services/statutory agencies may apply only in partnership with community-based organisations. Individuals and profit-making companies are not eligible.
2. Do community groups need to be registered (e.g. as a CIC)?
Yes, registration is essential. Registered groups must provide a constitution or governing document and two years of financial accounts.
3. What if our organisation does not have two years of financial accounts? Can we still apply?
Yes, you can still apply. If your organisation is newly established and does not yet have two years of financial accounts, you should provide as much financial information as possible—such as a recent bank statement, a start-up budget, or a financial forecast. 

4. What are the key dates?
· Opening Date: Monday 2nd February 2026
· Closing Date: Monday 20th February 2026
· Decision Notification: Week Commencing 8th March 2026
· Project Start Date: April 2026
· Project Completion Deadline: March 2028
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