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Aim and Purpose 
To provide Community Safety partners in Lancashire an overview of violent crime in Lancashire 

highlighting any patterns and trends. The purpose of this report is to identify the various problems 

(and causal factors), good practice responses and detail key service mapping.  The aim of this 

product will be to separate the various categories (domestic abuse, NTE violence, hate crime and 

sexual assault) to better understand the picture across pan-Lancashire.  It will also provide significant 

focus on the impact of services to understand what works and what doesn’t. 

 

Scope 

The definition of violent crime has been taken from Home Office Counting Rules
1
 as police data is 

predominantly used to inform partners on crime, therefore for the purpose of this document violent 

crime will comprise of homicide, acts endangering life, other wounding, violence against the person, 

sexual offences and robbery. Police record violence against the person separated into two 

subcategories: 

� violence against the person with injury (including homicide, attempted murder, grievous 

bodily harm (both with and without intent) and actual bodily harm) 

� violence against the person without injury (including threats to kill, assault without injury 

and harassment) 

 

The above also include attempts and threats to commit those offences. 

There are then additional breakdowns that depend on whether or not the assault in question was an 

incident of domestic violence.  For these purposes ‘Homicides’ and ‘Acts Endangering Life’ are 

combined to form ‘Serious’ assaults, while the other two groups remain separate as ‘Less Serious’ 

assaults and assaults ‘Without Injury’.  Thus there is: 

� Assaults (Domestic) – All 

� Assaults (Domestic) – Serious 

� Assaults (Domestic) – Less Serious 

� Assaults (Domestic) – Without Injury 

� Assaults (Non-Domestic) – All 

� Assaults (Non-Domestic) – Serious 

� Assaults (Non-Domestic) – Less Serious 

� Assaults (Non-Domestic) – Without Injury 

 

This report has been developed from research and analysis of data from MADE;  other sources used 

are  referred to in the text. 

  

                                            
 
1
 User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics; HMSO; October 2011 



Community Safety Intelligence Assessment: Violent Crime 

 5 
For further details please contact:MADE@lancashire.gov.uk 

Conclusions and Key Findings 

Violent crime covers a variety of issues and crime categories.  The main issues are: alcohol-related 

violence (Night Time Economy, NTE), domestic abuse, sexual assault and violence amongst organised 

crime groups (OCGs). 

When looking at the main categories of violent crime alcohol is a predominant factor impacting on 

all areas.  It is interlinked with the NTE with people pre-loading alcohol prior to entering into 

licensed premises creating flashpoints when they are faced with authoritative figures controlling 

their leisure time. This is improving and being managed in partnership with community safety 

organisations and licensed premises by way of better communication and an amalgamated approach 

to dealing with potential violent issues at an early stage.  

The number of serious violent crimes and the use of weapons has decreased over the years and is 

lower than the national average. New tactics and intelligence development surrounding organised 

crime groups by community safety partners continues to manage and control their activities.  

Campaigns to report domestic abuse and sexual violence have increased the number of reports 

although the number of historical domestic rape reports has decreased. Support for the care of 

victims of domestic abuse and sexual offences by partners and third party organisations is 

considered good practise and is another factor that improves confidence to report other incidences.  

  

Key Findings 

� The number of violent crimes recorded by the police has increased by 7% (n=1,310) in the 

three year period April 2011 to March 2014.  

� Violence (particularly the categories less serious assaults and assaults without injury) 

experiences a seasonal trend: violence increases in the summer months. Concern was raised 

at the exceptional increase in summer 2013, this high trend has continued for assaults 

without injury through to March 2014.   

� Where flashpoints are identified in the NTE the following areas have been identified as good 

practice from a partnership approach (details on pages 14-17).  These should be considered 

by partners as a minimum standard for reducing the impact of alcohol fuelled violence:  

- educating staff  

- educating users 

- redesigning premises 

- increasing surveillance  

- employing early intervention techniques 

 

� Positive partnership working with licensed premise companies to reduce violent crime in the 

NTE provides a better outcome than enforcement. 

� Blackpool has the most violent crimes attributed to alcohol, it also has the highest number 

of licensed premises and tourists enjoying the NTE.  There is a strong positive correlation 

between districts with high levels of violent crime attributable to alcohol and the number of 

licensed premises. 
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� The use of cocaine and alcohol together increases the probability for violent crime.  How 

widespread this is and the direct impact on incidence of violence across Lancashire is 

difficult to determine.  Children who have directly or indirectly experienced domestic 

violence are impacted by it, and children are better protected when adults are supported to 

end domestic abuse safely. 

� Integrating high risk domestic violence offenders into the Offender Management program of 

MAPPA which is a proven process of good practice provides and reduces the risk to domestic 

abuse victims. 

� The use of weapons and the number of serious violent crimes has decreased in the past 

three years. 

 

 

Introduction 

The National picture 

In England and Wales the number of adult victims (16 years and over) of violent crime has reduced 

from 5.3% in 1995 when crime was at its highest to 2.6% of the population in 2012/13.  The number 

of offences where firearms were used and the number of offences involving knives or sharp 

instruments have both fallen in 2012/13 by 15% from the year before.  

Analysis of national figures shows that, age, long standing illness or disability, marital status, sex and 

the number of evening visits to a nightclub in the last month were the characteristics that 

contributed most to explaining the likelihood of violence victimisation in the 2012/13 Crime Survey 

for England and Wales. 

Whilst taking national and local figures into consideration to establish the extent of violent crime 

cognisance of the hidden figure of violent crime in the community should also be highlighted.  

Nationally, it is recognised that only 45% of all violent crime is reported to the police
2
 and partners 

deal with some of those that are not reported.  Moreover, data from attendance at Preston and 

Chorley Accident and Emergency Departments for assaults June 2011 to March 2013 shows that only 

21% of assaults were reported to the police prior to booking in at the hospital. Hence official 

statistics on violent crime appears to be quite low.  

The reasons for not reporting varies and can include; not recognising the violence as a crime,  the 

difficulty in distinguishing between victim and perpetrator, the victim wanting to protect their 

abuser, the victim is fearful of reporting a crime, or the violence is linked to other criminal activity. It 

is therefore pertinent for all partners to treat the victim and their wishes with respect whilst taking 

responsibility to protect that person and safeguard communities as a whole.   

Lancashire 

                                            
 
2
 “In the 2012/13 CSEW 45% of adult victims of violent incidents said that the police came to know about the matter, similar 

to the proportions estimated since the 2002/03 survey (41%).” Crime Survey for England and Wales ref: Focus on Violent 

Crime and Sexual Offences 2012/13, Office for National Statistics 
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Using data
3
, available to Community Safety Partners, in Lancashire, over the three year period April 

2011 to March 2014 the number of violent crimes has increased by 6.99% (n=1,320). There was a 

reduction of 1.17% in 2012/13 however there was a sharp increase in 2013/14 of 8.26% with peaks 

in July, August, December and March. The average number of violent crimes per month in the past 

three years is 1591.9 crimes. 

The recording of assaults has remained steady over the three year period April 2011 to March 2013 

with an average of 1396 offences per month. Police records shows approximately 34% of assaults 

(homicide, acts endangering life and assaults with and without injury) were domestic related.    

Between June and August (inclusive) 2013 there were significant rises in a number of crime and ASB 

types (predominantly alcohol-related violent crime, ASB, deliberate fire setting and reports of 

missing from homes).
4
  These have been documented in various reports

5
 as suffering from the 

effects of the prolonged, hot, summer.  Due to the high incidents during this period the end of year 

figures have shown increases: 

� Domestic incidents per 1000 population has shown exceptional increases in July & August 

2013, but the seasonal pattern of incidents has remained consistent over the last couple of 

years. 

� Alcohol-related violence experienced its highest levels (July, August, December 2013, 

January 2014) during the last 2 years.  

 

However, violent crime has been rising and the summer weather cannot be attributed to high levels 

of violence during December 2013 and January 2014.  Certainly the implementation of the DRU 

(demand reduction unit) is something that has been referring to as a reason for the more recent 

increase in recorded violence.   

Violent Crime Incidents 

As for incidents, when the increase started to take hold in December there was analysis of ‘log to 

crime’  However, the problem was that the incident system doesn’t distinguish between levels of 

seriousness in assaults while the crime system does, and it was the non-injury assaults that were 

going up.  If there had been a real increase in violence there might reasonably have been an 

expectation to see an upturn in the incident logs, but there wasn’t one.  A police audit changed a 

few crimes from non-injury to injury assault, but the monthly total for non-injury crimes was still 

exceptionally high even after this. 

Analysis
6
 

Recalculating exceptions has shown that December on its own is no longer exceptional, but when 

taken together with January the two results are still exceptionally high.  February dropped, but then 

there are only 28 days in the month.  And then March shot up again with 664 recorded non-injury 

assaults – the previous high was December with 599.  In the same period the injury and serious 

                                            
 
3
 MADE@lancashire.gov.uk 

4
 Safer Lancashire Partners; www.saferlancashire.co.uk/2011/partners/reports/atlas.html 

5
 Including previous highlight reports and the strategic assessment update. 

6
 Safer Lancashire Partners; www.saferlancashire.co.uk/2011/partners/reports/atlas.html 
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injury assaults have done more or less what you would expect in the winter months i.e. gone down 

to lower levels and stayed there. 

 

During this time there has been a drop in A&E attendances, suggesting those with non-injury 

assaults have note sought medical help. Hence, a reduction in the number of attendances at AED 

would be perfectly possible if the overall increase in violence was largely attributable to non-injury 

assault.  Having said that, the injury assaults have also gone up to some extent, as shown in table 1: 

 

Table 1: This table compares 2013-14 with 2012-13 quarter by quarter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that the serious assault numbers are much lower than the others, and smaller numbers 

generate larger percentages. 

 

Despite the above, there were actually 1.8% fewer incident logs for assault (of all levels of 

seriousness) in 2013-14 than there were in 2012-13.  So we have the peculiar situation where the 

number of incident logs has gone down, the number of AED attendances has apparently gone down, 

but the number of recorded crimes, particularly non-injury crimes, has gone up.  That suggests a 

recording issue, possibly due to the introduction of the DRU, but this makes it difficult to determine 

if there has been a real rise. 

 

Types of violent crime 

Homicide  

Homicide (median 3 per month) and Acts Endangering Life (70 to 75 per month) both domestic and 

non-domestic categories have also remained at a steady level during this period (April 2011 to 

March 2013). 
7
 

Assaults 

In contrast; non-domestic assaults have recorded a seasonal trend of higher numbers in summer and 

lower in winter; this trend has shown more exaggerated peaks and troughs in 2013/14. This pattern 

is repeated for category other wounding, less serious assaults and assault without injury although 

not as clearly in the latter as it has also seen a statistically significant downward gradient over the 

past three years.  

 

                                            
 
7 Assaults Report;  Alan Tattersall, Lancashire Constabulary;  July 2013 

Crime  Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec Jan-Mar 

Serious Injury + 32.2% + 20.8% + 8.8% + 6.1% 

Other 

Wounding 

+ 1.8% + 7.6% + 3.4% + 6.2% 

Non-Injury -8.4% + 7.3% + 17.8% + 46.8% 

All Assaults -0.5% + 8.2% + 8.5% + 19.9% 

VAP -0.6% + 8.1% + 9.2% + 17.8% 
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Patterns in serious assaults are more difficult to identify because 2011/12 shows the monthly totals 

decreasing as the year progresses whilst 2012/13 and 2013/14 show them as increasing.  

Rape 

Levels of rape offences in Lancashire continue to show a fairly stable trend. All areas with the 

exception of around Blackpool and Flyde, and east of the county (Burnley, Rossendale and Pendle) 

have shown a reduction in offences when comparing 2011/12/ to 2012/13.
8
 Females account for 

about 90% of rape victims, approximately 73% of victims are under the age of 25 years and 40% are 

under the age of 16 years. 

Ambulance call outs 

Assault and sexual assault accounts for 3% (n=7091) of call outs for the ambulance service in the 

North West England during the period January to December 2013
9
. Where the patient details are 

recorded (n=6526) the largest group recorded were males aged 15-29 years (n=1821). 

 

Overall trauma and injury related ambulance call outs for the year 2013 peaked in June, July and 

August with July having the highest number of call outs (n=18,625; 9%) compared to February 2013, 

the month with the fewest (n=15,906; 8%). (A change in triage policy for despatching ambulances 

during the year 2013 resulted in an increase in attendance to assault incidents whilst other incidents 

had fewer attendances.) There were more call outs on Saturday and Sundays (16% and 15% 

respectively) peaking between 14:00 and 21:59 hours. Although location data of where the 

ambulance is requested may not be the same location of where the incident occurred or the patient 

resides, call out rates were significantly higher than the regional average in Blackpool, Fylde, 

Lancaster, Liverpool, Manchester and Wirral local authorities. Of the patients transferred to an 

emergency department most were taken to Royal Blackburn and Blackpool Victoria Hospitals in 

Lancashire.  Preston and Blackpool have consistently been the top two areas of residence in the past 

five years for victims of assault who have attended at Accident and Emergency Departments in 

Lancashire; however over the years there has been a gradual reduction in both areas. 

Emergency Department Admissions
10

 

In contrast, to the police and ambulance data, Emergency Departments have seen 11% reduction in 

assault-related attendances to the EDs in Lancashire between 2011/12 and 2012/13. This figure is 

higher than the regional average (8%) but just below the figure for England and Wales reported by 

Cardiff University (12%). 

 

Between 2006/07 and 2012/13, attendances to Ormskirk District General Hospital decreased by 

78%. However, data included attendances to the Minor Injuries Unit between 2006/07 and 2009/10 

therefore a 78% reduction in assault attendees is a somewhat inaccurate representation. Other than 

                                            
 
8 Problem Profile – Rape in Lancashire: Update 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013; Catherine Rothwell; Lancashire Constabulary  
April 2013 
9 Trauma and Injury related ambulance call outs across the North West of England (2013) 
10

 Briefing for Commissioners and Providers; Trends in violence across the North West of England; May 2014; Jennifer 

Brizell, Karen Critchley, Mark Whitfield, Centre for Public Health, Research Directorate, Faculty of Education, Health and 

Community, Liverpool John Moores University 



Community Safety Intelligence Assessment: Violent Crime 

 10 
For further details please contact:MADE@lancashire.gov.uk 

Ormskirk District General Hospital, Blackpool Victoria Hospital saw the greatest reduction in assault 

attendances in the seven-year period (-51%), followed by Royal Blackburn Hospital and Burnley 

General Hospital (-48%).  Attendances to Blackpool Victoria Hospital decreased year on year whereas 

all other EDs had slight fluctuations in the number of violence-related attendances. However, 

attendances to each ED in Lancashire decreased overall between 2006/07 and 2012/13. 

 

 

Table 2: Number of assault related admissions into Emergency Departments at hospitals in Lancashire. 

 

 

Significant Factors 

Victims 

Police data from different areas of the county found the peak age range of victims of non-domestic 

serious assaults is 15 to 25 years old; the majority of victims are male, and are, in the main, White 

European. Where an occupation is recorded 50% are unemployed; the victims often reside local to 

the offence location.  

Offenders 

Likewise offenders are of a peak age range of 14 to 25 years are male and are White European. 

Where an occupation is stated 55% are unemployed and are mainly resident local to where they are 

arrested. Offenders are likely to offend against a similar age group and the younger age range may 

offend in groups of two or more. 

Peak times 

Peak times for non-domestic serious assaults are between Friday to Sunday and between the hours 

8pm and 4am; this suggests there is a link to the night time economy.  

The main evidenced based categories of violent crime are alcohol, the night time economy, 

organised crime groups, weapons, domestic assaults and sexual assaults, each of which will be 

discussed in more detail. 

 

Hospital 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 

% change 

2006/07 - 

2012/13 

% change 

2008/09 - 

2012/13 

% change 

2011/12-

2012/13 

Blackpool Victoria 

Hospital 3080 2722 2564 2365 2116 2040 1501 -51.3 -41.5 -26.4

Chorley and South 

Ribble Hospital 811 788 811 785 727 652 620 -23.6 -23.6 -4.9

Ormskirk and District 

General Hospital 316 177 141 169 78 85 69 -78.2 -51.1 -18.8

Royal Blackburn 

Hospital & Burnley 

General Hospital 4165 3374 3124 2644 2390 2142 2146 -48.5 -31.3 0.2

Royal Lancaster 

Infirmary 402 490 488 422 447 381 325 -19.2 -33.4 -14.7

Royal Preston Hospital 1993 1890 1892 1736 1618 1602 1459 -26.8 -22.9 -8.9

Lancashire 10767 9441 9020 8121 7376 6902 6120 -43.2 -32.2 -11.3
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Alcohol and other Substances 

Hospital Admissions 

National figures show that alcohol consumption is falling yet, binge drinking and alcohol related 

crime remain a huge problem for local partners, particularly in city and town centres. In 2011/12 

around 7% of hospital admissions were connected to alcohol consumption and the number of 

prescriptions issued to treat alcoholism increased by 75% between 2004 and 2013.  

 

In Lancashire, alcohol-specific hospital stays, among persons under the age of 18 years are 

significantly worse than the England average, likewise are the number of hospital stays for alcohol 

related harm for all ages.
11

   

 

The link between alcohol and crime is well established. According to the 2009/10 British Crime 

Survey, victims believed the offender(s) to be under the influence of alcohol in 50% of all violent 

incidents. Alcohol also increases the likelihood of becoming a victim of crime. 

Accident and Emergency Department 

Accident and Emergency Department (AED) data from Preston and Chorley records that 57% of 

admissions for assault had consumed alcohol prior to the incident and 37% had not consumed 

alcohol (6% did not answer the question). Police data only records alcohol details in 44 to 46% of 

records for serious assault offences, 40% of cases were alcohol related.  

Young People 

A recent survey by Trading Standards North West (2011) revealed that the proportion of 14-17 year 

olds claiming to:  

� Drink alcohol once a week or more has continued to decline.  

� Binge drink regularly (five or more alcoholic drinks at least once a week) has reduced.  

� Purchase their own alcohol has fallen significantly.  

 

Although these are significant improvements, Lancashire is still above the North West average for 

young people drinking alcohol. Of the 14-17 year olds surveyed in Lancashire, 80% drink alcohol and 

65% binge drink. Of these, 17% drink twice a week or more and a fifth binge drink at least once a 

week; a fifth said they mostly drink outside; a quarter had been violent or in a fight whilst drunk; and 

15% regretted having sex after drinking
12

. Most 14-17 year olds in Lancashire claim to get alcohol 

from their friends and family, and the percentage claiming to buy alcohol themselves has remained 

consistent or fallen for most local authorities.
 13 

 

 

                                            
 
11

 Health Profile Lancashire; Public Health England; 24 September 2013 
12

 North West Child Matters intelligence briefing: "Young people's lifestyle choices and related health indicators: local area 

profile for Lancashire"; November 2011 
13

 A joint strategic needs assessment on Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco in Lancashire Section 1: Alcohol; November 2012; 

Intelligence for Healthy Lancashire (JSNA) 
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Rape 

Recorded data indicates that alcohol related rape offences have fallen from 33.1% of all offences in 

2011/12 to 28.4%in 2012/13. Levels of alcohol related rape offences have increased in Preston 

however Blackpool continues to record the highest level overall. 
14

 

Violent crime per district 

Table 2: Violent Crimes Attributable to Alcohol, crude rate per 1,000 population
15

 

Local Authority Violent crimes attributable to alcohol: Persons, all 

ages, crude rate per 1000 population (2010/11) 

Number of all 

violent crimes 

attributable to 

alcohol (2010/2011) 
Lower 95% CI Indicator value Upper 95% CI 

Blackburn with Darwen  5.8 6.2 6.7 871.0 

Blackpool  11.2 11.8 12.3 1645.0 

Burnley  6.1 6.7 7.3 571.7 

Chorley  4.2 4.7 5.1 486.9 

Fylde  2.7 3.0 3.5 232.0 

Hyndburn  4.7 5.1 5.7 416.6 

Lancaster  5.2 5.5 5.9 773.7 

Pendle  4.4 4.9 5.4 435.9 

Preston  6.7 7.2 7.7 966.8 

Ribble Valley  1.6 1.9 2.3 110.6 

Rossendale  3.2 3.7 4.2 247.2 

South Ribble  3.9 4.2 4.6 458.4 

West Lancashire  3.9 4.3 4.7 469.9 

Wyre  3.6 3.9 4.3 438.1 

North West  5.1 5.2 5.2 35609.5 

England  5.4 5.5 5.5 283108.1 

 

 

The top three districts in Lancashire, as indicated in Table 1, that has the most violent crimes 

attributed to alcohol per thousand population are Blackpool, Preston and Burnley. Blackpool, as well 

as being a seaside resort, increasing the footfall in the town; has the greatest number of licensed 

premises (n=1655 in November 2013) and attracts stag and hen parties which are factors that will 

impact on an increase in the Night Time Economy activity.  Preston, Lancaster and West Lancashire 

are areas with universities, again increasing the footfall of the districts; however Lancaster and West 

Lancashire remain under the national indicator value of 5.5. This may suggest that universities 

situated on campuses have a lower risk of violent crime rather than those placed within a town / 

city. 

Licensed premises 

Taking the number of licensed premises and comparing this with the number of violent crimes 

attributable to alcohol there is a strong positive correlation (Pearson +0.855) between the two 

                                            
 
14

 Problem Profile – Rape in Lancashire: Update 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013; Catherine Rothwell; Lancashire Constabulary  

April 2013 
15

 Alcohol Technical Report: Alcohol Drugs and Tobacco in Lancashire; Intelligence for Healthy Lancashire (JSNA); March 

2012 
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variables. Of note is Ribble Valley which has the lowest number of violent crimes attributed to 

alcohol but is ranked seventh in the number of licensed premises in the district, likewise, to a lesser 

extent, Wyre has a low number of violent crime comparable to the number of licensed premises. 

Ribble Valley has a large proportion of rural areas and rural licensed premises which suggests that 

the distribution of licensed premise may be a significant factor. This is an area where greater 

understanding is needed.  

 

In contrast, Burnley has a high number of violent crimes attributed to alcohol compared to the 

number of licensed premises. This is an area where further analysis is recommended to understand 

this anomaly in more depth and identify whether factors such as socio-economic groups effect 

violent crime in an area, or there is a migration of people to an area in search of specific Night Time 

Economy attractions. Also of note in east Lancashire there has been an increase in violent crime 

where alcohol consumption in the home has taken place from 32% in 2011/12 to 48% in 2012/13, 

this could also have a bearing on the higher rate of violent crime compared to licensed premises. 

Fire and Road Safety 

Alcohol and its effects does not limit itself to violent crime by way of assaults but also impacts on the 

number of casualties, some resulting in homicides, by way of accidental dwelling fires and road 

traffic collisions. Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service have undertaken community safety campaigns 

to raise awareness of the effects of alcohol use. Some fire services report as many as 47 % of their 

incidents are linked to alcohol or substance misuse. Road Safety awareness courses are provided for 

those who have contravened road traffic legislation as a means of improving safety on the road 

rather than limiting penalties to punitive measures.  

Alcohol and Cocaine 

Research suggests that the use of cocaine increases the consumption of alcohol far beyond the 

normal limits, with some users reporting double their usual alcohol intake. The mixture of these two 

substances not only counteract the side effects of each other but also interact inside the body to 

form cocaethylene, this prolongs the effects of the substances on the body but also increases the 

propensity for violence and violent (homicidal) thoughts (Pennings et al 2002).   

 

Those partaking in cocaine and alcohol do so as part of a weekly ritual to achieve their social status 

of their group of friends and within their group / gang. This research looks at football hooliganism 

but finds that similar groups enter the night time economy with the intent of being violent.  In 

addition, where groups who conflict with each other and are similarly intoxicated, they are less likely 

to report to the police for fear of being arrested themselves.  

 

Whether this is a pattern happening in Lancashire currently, is unknown, police have limited powers 

to test for Class A drugs such as cocaine use on arrest and is limited by legislation on the 

circumstances when a test can be undertaken for a violent offence when charged. Further local 

research would be needed to identify if this is a problem impacting in Lancashire. 
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Night Time Economy (Non-domestic) 

The night-time economy is where bars, pubs, clubs and fast food outlets are clustered. Community 

Safety districts draw these areas out as where violent crime is a key issue, it is problematic and an 

influencing factor in the levels of violent crime. Victims and offenders tend to be typically aged 

between 15 and 25, and more likely to be male. The weekend is when most incidents occur and 

incidents are centred in night-time economy locations such as central Preston, central Burnley, 

central Lancaster and central Blackpool. Blackpool accounts for almost a quarter of recorded 

violence with injury across Lancashire and a higher proportion of these crimes (38%) have an alcohol 

marker greater than the Lancashire average and central Blackpool also has the highest density of 

licensed premises in the county.
16

 

 

Licensed premises were classed as the third most common location type in police crime data, 

(although there was inconsistent use of location type when completing information) with “out of 

doors” and “in a house” being more common locations. In Preston, 61% of assault victims taken to 

Accidents and Emergency Departments occurred in public places, 20% occurred in the home, 5% 

reported the assault had occurred at work and 1% reported they had been assaulted at school.  The 

East part of the county has seen a reduction in number of serious assaults at licensed premises due 

to more robust policing of night time economy events.  

 

Research undertaken by Macintyre and Homel (1997)
17

 found a relationship between aggressive 

incidents and crowding particularly in areas of pedestrian flow inside night time venues. They argued 

that architectural guidelines for licensed premises should be produced to minimize the risks of 

unintended contacts leading to aggressive incidents in new or renovated venues. 

Alcohol Pre-loaders 

Research
18

 of alcohol consumption patterns prior to violent events of people who were arrested was 

conducted in Devon and Cornwall. The research found a shift in drinking patterns from drinking 

alcohol in the pub then moving onto a club later in the evening. The new pattern, in 68% of people 

aged 17 to 30, was to buy alcohol from supermarkets (in the main) and drink this at home generally 

between the hours of 7 till 10pm, this is known as pre-loading, they then go out to pubs and clubs 

between 10:30pm and midnight, with some entering the night time economy even later. It is at this 

point that the pre-loaders are faced with a capable guardian (e.g. door staff, taxi driver) who assess 

the behaviour and associated risk of those entering the night time economy having pre-loaded; this 

is when the initial control of permission to enter can result in friction between the pre-loader and 

others.  

 

The majority of violent offences were committed between midnight and 7am and the two main 

reasons for the violence was arguments between family and friends or stranger based incidents 

                                            
 
16 Alcohol Technical Report Alcohol Drugs and Tobacco in Lancashire Intelligence for Healthy Lancashire (JSNA) March 2012 
17

 Danger on the Dance Floor: A Study of Interior Design, Crowding, and Aggression in Nightclubs; Macintyre, S., and R. 
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18 Controlling pre-loaders: alcohol related violence in an English night time economy; Adrian Barton and Kerryn Husk; Drugs 

and Alcohol Today Vol. 12 No.2 2012 pp89-97 Emerald Group Publishing Ltd 
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occurring outside an pub, club, taxi rank or fast food outlet; these areas where the potential for 

violent crime is high are described as flashpoints. It was found that pre-loaders continued to drink 

heavily once out and became aggressive when being denied access to or their behaviour inside a 

club or pub was such that they were told to leave. In retrospect, those who were arrested and had 

preloaded acknowledged that excessive alcohol intake was a significant factor in being violent.
19

   

 

Interventions 

To manage the night time economy during peak periods an early intervention public order focus is 

implemented by partners in Lancashire, the aim is to intervene in risk taking behaviour by night time 

users and decrease the risk of becoming a victim, for example door staff identifying people who 

show signs of excessive alcohol use and liaising their concerns with other licensee workers via radio 

as part of the NightSafe scheme.   

 

Radios 

In Preston this has now been extended to issuing “Pubnet” radios to police officers who work as part 

of the NightSafe teams. When door staff have identified people heavily intoxicated and have refused 

entry to a licensed premise they broadcast a description of the person on the radio and prior to 

them attempting to enter another licensed premise police approach and intercept them to diffuse 

their anger and advise them to return home, if they do not accept the advice police have the 

authority to direct them to leave the area. 
20

 Initial evaluation from the Police Licensing Team states 

that this good practice is impacting positively on violent crime.  

 

During seasonal and peak times during the week community safety partners have put together a 

range of tactical responses to increase safety and help reduce violent crime in peak locations. This 

includes the deployment of high visibility patrols to act as capable guardians to deter violent and 

anti-social behaviour.  

Partnership approach 

Intelligence is developed and analysed to identify and prioritise hotspot areas for targeted work 

among partners and licensed premise staff. Similarly offenders and suspects are identified; offender 

management and legislative measures are put in place to control potential violent behaviours.  

Environmental factors that may impact on violent crime (e.g. lighting, rubble and bricks being used 

as potential weapons) are also identified and managed by Local Authorities.   

 

A Community Safety Partner tactical approach to help people in their leisure time includes health, 

street pastors and police setting up a medical street “triage” service. Awareness campaigns on crime 

safety and interventions with people engaging in risk taking behaviour is aimed at victims and 

communities with partners and licensed businesses to protect vulnerable people especially those 

who become more vulnerable through excessive alcohol intake. Crime prevention, alcohol harm and 
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personal safety messages are distributed in local communities using media, electronic messages and 

via Watch schemes.   

 

Good practice 

As well as the extended use of radios in Preston town centre other good practice in Lancashire 

includes the following.  

NightSafe 

In Accrington, during the build up to Christmas a Night Safe tent was set up, health and police 

professionals identified a young person early in the evening who was already heavily intoxicated and 

was staggering about the street. The team followed the young person who then collapsed; they 

assisted him to the tent where life-saving techniques were administered. This young person survived 

his night out and although one of the most serious cases the project provides an example of the 

good practise the scheme demonstrates.   

 

Similar to the Night Safe scheme in Accrington, Bournemouth, which is a popular focus for stag and 

hen parties as well as university students; introduced a “SafeBus” which was positioned in the town 

centre to provide a safe environment for people heavily intoxicated to wait until they could resolve 

their situation or find a safe way home.
21

 This has the benefit of a self-contained unit that can be 

moved around the county rather than erecting, equipping and setting up a “tent station” each time. 

 

 

Flashpoints 

Research of the night time economy and a particular bar in Blackpool found that a mixture of alcohol 

and flashpoints resulted in aggressive or violent behaviour. Crime figures indicated that at least 46% 

(30 crimes) of offences were committed whilst one or both parties were intoxicated. A closer look at 

the remaining 35 offences however showed that the violence in many cases has come about 

because the offender had been or was in the process of, being ejected from the premises. The Fire 

and Rescue Service identified breaches in fire safety legislation, Local Authority conducted test 

purchase operations and found instances of underage drinking, high profile policing was adopted in 

the area; police engaged with and made recommendations to local management and national 

managers, training needs were identified with the door staff. Initially these measures did not 

improve the situation.  

 

 

Designing out violence 

Despite the initial non-compliance by the owners of the venue, interventions were put in place to 

look at all safety risks at the venue. Restrictions were put on admission and readmission to the 

venue; restriction on licensing activities and purchasing practises (limiting purchasers to one drink at 

a time) were put in place; plastic containers were used to serve drinks; a reduction of the venues 
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capacity was instated; they introduce an ID scanning system to verify customers age and any barred 

members; they increased external lighting and realigned CCTV cameras; the dance floor was 

separated from the remainder of the floor space, they increased the amount of fixed seating and re-

sited the exit to the club and enlarged the main entrance area to reduce pedestrian cross flow.
22

   

 

In contrast, TIIG data
23

 disclosed 55 people in 18 months who were admitted to Accident and 

Emergency Department had stated they had been drinking in the same club in Preston. This data 

helped to support police evidence to the club managers that their clients were at risk and the venue 

was not being managed safely. As a result the company acknowledged the risks and invested 

£500,000 to refurnish the venue. The Local Authority, local police and company in partnership 

identified areas to improve safety and the ambience in the club. This included external CCTV, new 

dance floors, increased seating areas, raised VIP booths, introduced toughened glasses and 

refreshed training and awareness for door and bar staff to help them identify alcohol and drug abuse 

and how to deal with it. As a result the company renamed the club, and found the change in 

environment raised the standard of their clientele; they used the newly formed premise as a flagship 

for all their other 54 premises across the country and have won awards for their improvements and 

investments. Since then the number of admissions to Accident and Emergency Department has 

decreased. 

 

Pedestrianisation 

Flash points were found in Manchester’s gay village where the pavements of Canal Street became 

overcrowded in the night time with people moving from pub to pub especially in areas where people 

were also standing outside. Violence against the person offences peaked during the weekend night 

time hours which coincided with heavy footfall on narrow, non-pedestrianised streets. A design 

solution to pedestrianise the area during the weekend nights was piloted and found that serious 

violent crime decreased during that period.
24

 

 

Takeaways 

In Bolton an initiative was set up to work with fast food outlets as part of the night time economy. 

Violent crime has reduced after a poster campaign in takeaways displayed a “menu” of 

consequences in response to violent crime and anti-social behaviour; in partnership with Local 

Authorities and businesses signed up to agree on working  practises and responsibilities to ensure 

premises are being run safely and  accordingly.
25

  

 

In Blackpool the internal space of a takeaway was redesigned to reduce the number of aggressive 

and violent incidents between staff and clients and between clients. The takeaway had queuing rails 
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installed to stop customers from pushing in front of others and causing arguments. This resulted in a 

reduction in number of calls to the police from the owners and customers of the establishment. 

 

Education 

Community Safety partners in Bournemouth identified that the ages and attitudes towards alcohol 

of bar staff were similar to their clients. The police designed a training package for bar staff to 

enable staff to: recognise the risks of excessive intoxication, identify vulnerabilities and how to 

intervene.  The training program was so successful that there is demand for an amended package to 

be rolled out to schools and universities in the town. They have also seen a 33% reduction in the 

number of serious sexual violence and a 28% reduction on violence against the person following the 

introduction of the program.
26

 

 

Best Bar None 

A national initiative that promotes a safe night time economy environment is an accreditation and 

award scheme called “Best Bar None” whereby accredited venues all meet a nationally agreed set of 

operational standards such as carrying out regular security reviews, managing capacity effectively 

and having a robust proof of age policy. The scheme is supported by the brewery industry and Home 

Office; it works in partnership with Local Authorities, licensees, the police and other local 

organisations and rewards businesses that run a safe and responsible venue.
27

 The scheme is 

dependent upon the licensee and staff to positively engage in the standards and carry out any 

improvements required.   

 

Collaborative interventions 

Partnership working between Community Safety partners, licensees, breweries and private security 

provides sources of formal and informal control of the night time economy. With licensees providing 

a safe environment with bar and door staff and even members of the public recognising and being 

able to assist in early intervention of violence to reduce the number of incidents that become 

violent. Partners have the expertise and knowledge to assist in the training and educating of staff, 

and public, both young and old about keeping safe. Local Authorities provide an enforcement role in 

test purchasing, fire regulations, and licensing standards and police and health intervening in 

situations that require more robust strategies.  

 

When all parties work together towards the same goal positively there is a better understanding 

between them and better outcomes for those using the Night Time Economy. 
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Weapons 

Accident and Emergencies 

In Blackpool, from January 2012 to February 2014, 9% of victims of assault who attended Accident 

and Emergency Department were as a result of being hit by a blunt object, 7% were as a result of 

violence using a sharp instrument and 83% were as a result of being hit with a body part. The largest 

group of victims were males between 20 and 24 years. It is known that 14% of the victims were 

either assaulted in licensed premises or had recently had their last drink in a licensed premise. 

 

In Preston only 63% of Accident and Emergency Department assault attendees provided detailed 

information about their injuries in terms of weapon used. Of those, 73% were injured by a body part, 

10% by a blunt object, and 12% were assaulted using a sharp instrument.  

 

Police reports 

In line with the above data, police data records “punch” as the most common type of assault. They 

identify weapons used to include knives, bottles or glasses, pieces of wood, bats and metal bars. 

Injuries are predominantly cuts/lacerations and range through bruising and grazes, fractures / 

broken bones to stab and slash wounds.   

 

National statistics show Lancashire police recorded, that in 5% (n=665) of selected violent offences a 

knife or sharp instrument was used in 2011/12; this is lower than the 7% (n=30,799) recorded in the 

whole of England and Wales.
28

 In comparison NHS data suggests there were 4,490 people admitted 

to English hospitals in 2011/12 due to assault by a sharp object. This number has fallen each year 

since 2006/07 (n=5,720). Of those admitted to hospital in 2011/12 for assault by sharp object 90% 

were male and 14% were aged 18 years or younger. 
29

 

Interventions 

Of note, in Lancashire, a joint project between health, police and academics identified that the 

introduction of polycarbonate glassware in licensed premises resulted in fewer injuries to clients, bar 

staff and emergency service staff. The introduction of the new glassware did not reduce violence but 

reduced the seriousness of injury through using it as a weapon in violence.
30

 

 

 

Organised Crime Groups 

There is organised crime activity across Lancashire both internal and cross border disputes. Drug 

disputes and “taxing” have demonstrated use of significant violence and anti-social behaviour. 

Preston has experienced gun and gang related violence with group members using knives and 

machetes.  

 

The number of violent crimes associated with OCGs is not fully apparent as victims do not always 

report the violence when they are embroiled in crime themselves. In some cases this will be picked 
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up in health data for admissions to Accident and Emergency Department but again victims do not 

always attend to have their injuries administered to by professionals.  

 

Interventions 

Police and partners tackle organised crime groups by establishing a detailed intelligence picture, 

using proactive investigation to disrupt or remove the functioning of groups.  They also reduce the 

number of members within communities by effectively preventing and diverting individuals away 

from OCG membership using offender management processes in partnership with probation and 

other agencies.  

Local operational plans are used where problems are identified. Inter OCG disputes are dealt with 

within the principles of threat management, the risk pertaining to criminals who have access to 

firearms is managed through risk assessment and targeted interventions.  

 

Community reassurance using traditional and social media networks is used to communicate to the 

public that police and partners are actively tackling organised crime. With the use of Proceeds of 

Crime Act legislation the Constabulary actively publicises the seizure of assets depriving the criminals 

of the benefits of crime. 

 

Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements  

Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) bring together the Police, Probation and 

Prison Services in Lancashire to share information and manage the risk posed by the most serious 

offenders.  A number of other agencies; social services, health trusts, youth offending teams, Home 

Office Immigration Enforcement, Job Centre Plus and local housing and education authorities assist 

in their capacity to attain the same end. Their aim is to ensure that offenders are encouraged to 

develop their social capability to assist them to lead a law abiding lifestyle. This may come from the 

support of family or friends, a community mentor, employment or home and leisure interests.  

MAPPA managed 866 violent offenders (offenders sentenced to imprisonment of 12 months or 

more) on 31 March 2013; 98 were considered higher risk and were jointly managed by more than 

one agency or overseen by senior management during the year 2012/13.
31

  Of these 20 breached 

their licence and were returned to custody. The numbers have increased compared to the previous 

year 2011/12 when there was 37.9% (n=628) fewer violent offenders, 3% (n=95) fewer high risk 

management cases and 54% (n=13) fewer breaches than the previous year.
32

  

 

Domestic Violence 

Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 

A Joint Strategic Needs Assessment was written on Domestic Abuse in June 2013, outlining the 

status of victims and service providers in Lancashire and identifies good practise and 

recommendations to improve services and experiences or victims of domestic abuse in Lancashire. 

This document will provide further information on Domestic Abuse. 
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Lancashire police recorded 217 assaults with intent to cause serious harm and 3452 assaults with 

injury that were domestic abuse related. This figure accounted for 23% of all assaults with intent to 

cause serious harm and 35% of all assaults with injury recorded for the twelve month period ending 

31 August 2013
33

.  

 

Underreporting 

Domestic violence is the least likely violent crime to be reported to the police, only 21% of women 

report the violence they experience to the police.
34

 Two thirds of children exposed to domestic 

abuse had experienced direct child abuse, in addition to witnessing the abuse of a parent. Despite 

this, only half (54%) of the children exposed to domestic abuse were known to Children’s Social 

Care.
35

 

 

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub  

The Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) was set up in Lancashire as a result of a domestic 

homicide review to create a single point for information exchange between agencies. Vulnerable 

adults and children are referred into the MASH by any agency and their case referred out to the 

appropriate agencies according to the victims’ needs. 

 

Violent crime in domestic situations does not solely affect the person being assaulted, there is a 

knock on effect to other members of the family / household especially children. This is taken into 

consideration when police attend the scene of the crime and as part of their investigation and 

safeguarding role speak to the children and others in the house to establish their vulnerability.  This 

information on vulnerability is shared with other partners via the Multi-agency Sharing Hub (MASH).  

Likewise when Social Services find that there is reason to believe children are suffering from violence 

in the home they notify the police directly or via the MASH to deal with the violence. Schools and 

other educational establishments who suspect a student or parent is victim to assault report directly 

to or via the MASH about violence in the home. 

 

High risk victims are updated through the whole criminal justice process. Children are spoken to and 

are included on risk assessments by the police who attend the scene and referred to the MASH.  

 

Children and Young People 

Children in homes where there is domestic violence are more likely to be abused and or neglected. 

Most children in these homes know about the violence. Even if a child is not physically harmed, they 

may have emotional and behaviour problems.
36

 Research by CAADA (Co-ordinated Action Against 

Domestic Abuse) a national charity supporting a strong multi agency response to domestic abuse 
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found a relationship between the cessation of domestic abuse and cessation of direct harm to 

children: children are better protected when adults are supported to end domestic abuse safely.
37

   

Early intervention and education for children and young people is important to help them to 

understand and enable them to deal with and or remove themselves from situations early in life. 

 

Good Practice 

As part of a domestic violence programme in Citrus Heights, California a survey was distributed at 

one of the local high schools to determine the number of teenagers living with domestic violence. 

This was to help determine how to reach out to the teen culture in Citrus Heights with domestic 

violence prevention education. Students were asked several questions about their experiences with 

abusive relationships, both personally and within their families. Of the surveys returned, 24% of the 

respondents stated they have witnessed domestic violence in their family and 6% stated they were 

currently in an abusive relationship. The survey revealed the need for better D.V. training for teens.
38

 

 

Young People’s Violence Advisors 

A survey conducted by the NSPCC found that one in four teenage girls in a relationship had suffered 

physical violence, such as being slapped or punched by their boyfriends, while one in six had been 

pressured into sex. 
39

 In light of the new definition of domestic abuse lowering the age from 18 to 16 

years Young People’s Violence Advisors were introduced and are being encouraged nationally to 

help young victims experiencing intimate partner abuse and online stalking.   

 

The full extent of children and young people who are victim to domestic abuse in Lancashire from a 

child’s perspective is unknown in Lancashire which suggests that some children suffer in silence and 

their behaviour as a result of that abuse is not recognised and may be misunderstood. A survey 

similar to the one conducted in Citrus Heights would provide a better picture for Lancashire CSP 

partners to understand the impact.   

 

Making Safe 

An award winning multiagency intervention scheme “Making Safe” was introduced in North 

Yorkshire to monitor risk of domestic violence on a daily basis and any changes to risk notified early 

to appropriate agencies to try and prevent further incidents. Instead of just removing the victim and 

children this project tries to assist the family unit with education and prevention whilst keeping the 

family in their familiar surroundings, so helping to addressing the emotional and well-being of the 

victim and children involved. Agencies work together to ensure the victims’, children/young people’s 

voices are heard within the Criminal Justice System and any changes to bail and or sentence can be 
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notified to the victim quickly as well as stable accommodation and/or support to the perpetrators to 

try and prevent them from putting pressure on the victim to allow them to return home.
40

   

 

Third party organisations (e.g. CAADA, Women’s Aid, Refuge, NSPCC) offer help and education 

programs to assist children and young people to deal with domestic violence, these continue to be 

researched, reviewed and new programs introduced to suit all diversified groups. Partners who also 

continue to renew and research what is on offer suggests good practise.  

 

Repeat Victims of domestic violence 

Repeat victimisation is common. 44% of victims of domestic violence are involved in more than one 

incident.  No other type of crime has a rate of repeat victimisation as high (Dodd et al, July 2004).
41

 

 

Repeat victims are considered as anyone who has previously been a victim of abuse. There are no 

timescales attached to this. Vulnerability is not specifically defined, but trained staff that has initial 

contact use professional judgement based on the circumstances and the demeanour of the victim. 

Offenders of domestic abuse are integrated into offender management initiatives. Media campaigns 

aimed at domestic abuse victims are undertaken to encourage them to ask for help. Similarly, 

lesbian, bisexual, gay and transgender groups were targeted to increase awareness and the impact 

violence can have on them and their families.  

Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 

There are currently 30 independent domestic violence advisors (IDVAs) working across Lancashire 

who support and protect high risk victims. Multi-agency risk assessment conferences (MARAC), 

attended by social services, health, police, housing and IDVAs, meet formally to share information 

about high risk domestic abuse victims and agree to co-ordinate a set of actions to minimise the risk 

to victims and support them and their children. Due to the success of the group and the increased 

risk-averse culture of dealing with victims the number of high risk cases has increased to 42% of 

adult cases entering into the MARAC system. This is the highest caseload in the country and 

continuing in this vein may be a risk to sustaining the quality of service as a result a self-assessment 

of the process is being undertaken.  

 

Good Practice 

Good practice in Lancashire has developed, with authorities and agencies campaigning to encourage 

victims to report domestic abuse as research states that it is an often an unreported crime. 

However, victims who have reported abuse and have had the benefit of advice and services and are 

deemed as low or no risk are not contacted again. The lack of further contact suggests to authorities 

that there is no longer a problem; there is currently no follow up procedure to contact the victim in 

future to ensure that further abuse has not occurred.  

 

                                            
 
40

 “Making Safe” European Crime Prevention Network;  www.eucpn.org; 2013 
41

 www.womensaid.org.uk 



Community Safety Intelligence Assessment: Violent Crime 

 24 
For further details please contact:MADE@lancashire.gov.uk 

A system of identifying serial domestic abuse perpetrators has been set up to manage them and 

update their victim(s) of their release from prison. However this process is dependent upon the 

police providing a limited list of top serial perpetrators to prisons who in turn notifies the police on 

the perpetrators release from prison; unfortunately it is limited and does not provide a notification 

system for victims of lower risk perpetrators. 

 

New legislation 

In March 2014 new legislation was introduced to allow disclosure details of domestic violence 

perpetrators to partner to allow them to make a more informed decision on the future of their 

relationship (Clare’s Law), alongside this Protection Notices were introduced to place conditions on 

perpetrator who is believed to have been violent against a victim, the conditions are to restrict the 

perpetrator’s behaviour towards the victim and allow a respite period for the victim to work with 

agencies to better their future. Both these new powers were put in place to address gaps in 

safeguarding victims or potential victims of domestic violence.  

Understanding the issues 

Research on domestic violence tends to be bias towards the stereotypical husband abusing wife 

scenario. Recognition is made of men who are abused by their partners and the fact that they are 

often reluctant to involve the police; either because they don't want the abuser getting in trouble or 

because the police will not believe them or take action. What is less well documented is the abuse of 

adult siblings towards each other; parents towards adult children; and adult children towards 

parents. Likewise this information is not extracted from data in Lancashire to show the extent of the 

problem to understand it fully. 

 

 

Sexual Violence  

In the twelve month period ending 31 August 2013 Lancashire police recorded 1817 sexual offences. 

Domestic rapes continue to be the most common type of rape reported in Lancashire. Between 

2011/12 and 2012/13, historic reports of domestic rape have reduced whereas current reports of 

domestic rapes have increased. The increase in domestic rapes is most noticeable in Blackburn, 

Blackpool and Burnley areas.
42

 Within the past two years community safety partners have 

campaigned to encourage rape victims to come forward and report the crime, this may indicate 

either an actual increase in the number of rapes or an increase in confidence to report.  

Historic Reports 

Historic reports of rape have fallen from 37.1% (n=154) of all rape offences in 2011/12 to 32.5% 

(n=136) in 2012/13 although these offences have begun to increase since November 2012. Historic 
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reports of domestic rape in particular have shown a reduction which is most noticeable in Preston 

area.
43

  

 

Rapes in which the offender has known the victim for over 5 days but not in a relationship have seen 

an increase pan Lancashire with the exception of Lancaster and Blackburn areas. This type of offence 

most commonly occurs after a night out or a party and is committed by a ‘friend’ or ‘acquaintance’.
44

  

 

Between 01/01/2009 and 31/03/2013, approximately 23 victims have reported more than one rape 

offence. 60% (n=14) of victims reported two offences within 12 months of each other and 22% (n=5) 

reported two or more offences at the same time.
45

  

 

Interventions 

Offenders 

Sex offenders are dealt with by a specialist team of police officers using statutory measures to risk 

assess and safeguard members of the public. Risk is reviewed at multi agency MAPPA meetings 

when health, probation, social services police and other appropriate partners discuss the offending 

behaviour and safety of victims and public.  

 

 

Other 
Police record that they attend repeated reports of violent crime in Young Offenders Institutes, HMP 

Garth and Wymott and bail hostels. Although the number of homicides in prison is low, in 2013 

there were four recorded in England and Wales, this is the highest number since 1998. In 2011, 

there were 12,328 recorded prisoner-on-prisoner assaults, a rise of 41% since 2002. The prison 

population has risen 21% over the same period. In 2011 there were 2,684 recorded prisoner-on-

officer assaults.
46
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For further details please contact:MADE@lancashire.gov.uk 
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